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mmigrant families entered the American Dream through the door
Iopened by World War II. We see those dreams in the better houses built

by the third generation, las casas de blogue. Often built by returning war
veterans, the block homes sprang up on the outskirts of Old West Tampa.
The children of cigar-makers remained tied to the old neighborhood,
though their economic status improved in the post War boom era. Leaving
the cigar factory jobs behind, they became the builders, carpenters,
painters, plumbers, and electricians who built some of the finest homes in
our city.

New immigrants continue to arrive in West Tampa in each decade. The
1960s brought a new wave of Cuban immigrants who built “Little Havana”
along Columbus Drive, also known as Boliche Boulevard. The homes and
neighborhood reflect Cuban roots - a preferance for columns, stucco and
walls just like la Habana. Even the wood frame homes are covered with
stucco - Latin Americanization of Old West Tampal!

he population boom in Florida impacts our Cigar City. Today a
reverse migration from the suburbs to the inner city leads to great
demand for homes in our urban historic neighborhoods. The
expanding housing market means that the “historic” shotgun cottages now
sell for prices that cause the ancestors to turn in their Colon Cemetary
graves. At the same time, casas de bloque of the Florida Fifties are demol-
ished to make way for the modern two-story McMansions favored by the

nouveau riche.

ach day we witness both the preservation and destruction of historic

homes in West Tampa. Recently, the 1-275 expansion demolished all

of the buildings and homes along Laurel Street including the historic
A.P. Boza/R. Williams Funeral Home and Boys and Girls Club. West Tampa
natives recall many past losses such as Cespedes Hall, the Cuesta School,
West Tampa Junior High School, Macfarlane Park School, Roberts City, the
Rey Mansion at Macfarlane Park, the Cuesta-Rey Factory, the old fire sta-
tion, and old City Hall.

Fortunately, West Tampa residents recently organized to lobby the
Mayor's Office to save the Guida House at Macfarlane Park from a planned
demolition. The Planning Commission’s Economic Development Plan and
the West Tampa Community Development Corporation lead a community
plan that includes strategies to bring the economy back to life while pre-
serving the historic district. Many residents are renovating and preserving
historic homes. The future of West Tampa will be enhanced by honoring the
people and homes of the past.

Maura Barrios, M.A., operates La Tampeiia Towrs throughout Tampa,
offering custom-tailoved tours to fit the needs of your group. Maura is bi-lingual
and a native of Tampa with a Master's Degree in History. Tours include Historic
Tampa (South Tampa, Ybor City, Latin American zone, and the best places to

live). She can be veached at (813) 875-2159 or email her at latampena@veri-

on.met
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