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Tmmigranr families enrered che American Dream through rhe door

I opened by World War Il. \Ue see tho.e dreams in rhe berrer houses builr
.il'by rhe lhird generaf ion,l,x cos'l de bloquc. Ofien builr by rer uming war
veterans, rhe block homes sprang up on the outskirts of Old West Tampa.
The children of cigar-makers remained tled to the old neighborhood,
though their economic status improved in the posc War boom em. Leaving
rhe cigar facrory jobs behind, they became rhe builders, carpenters,
painters, plumbers, and electricians who built some of lhe ffnest homes in

New immigrants continue to arrive in West Tlmpa in each decade. The
1960s broughr a new wave ofcuban immigrants who built "Lirtle Havana"
along Columbus Drive, also known as Boliche Boulevard, The homes and
neighborhood reflecr Cuban rcors , a preferance for columns, stucco and
walls just like la Habana. Eten rhe wood ftame homes are covered with
stocco - Latin Americanization of Old West Tampa!

he population boom in Florida impacts our Cigar City. Today a
reverse migration from the suburbs to the inner city leads ro great
demand for homes in our urban historic neiehborhoods. The

expanding housing marker means that the "historic" shotgun cottages now
sell for prices tha! cause the ancesrors to !!rn in chei Colon Cemetary
graves. At the same rime, ccr,ra da bloqw of the Florida Fifties are demol-
ished ro make way for the modern two-story McMansions favored by rhe

I-t ach dcy we wirness borh fhe preservarton and desrrucrion of hi.rnric

l-{ homes in \?est Tampa. Recenrly, rhe I-275 expansron demoLsheJ all
lJof che buildings and homes along LaurelSireel including rhe hisroric
A,P Boza,R. Villiams Funeral Home and Boys and Girls Club. Vbst Tampa
nadves recall many past losses such as Cespedes Hall, the Cuesra School,
West Tampa Junior High School, Macfarlane Park School, Roberts City, rhe
Rey Mansion at Macfarlane Park, the Cuesta.Rey Factory the old fire sta-
tion, and old City Hall.

Fortunarely, Vest Tampa residents recently organized to lobby the
Mayor's Oftice ro save rhe Guida House at Macfarlane Park from a planned
demolition. The Planning Commission's Economic Development Plan and
the West Timpa Communiry Development Corporation lead a community
plan rhat includes strategies to bdng the economy back to life while pre-
serving the historic distric!. Many residents are rcnovating and preserving
hisrorichomes. The future of\fest Tampa willbe enhanced by honoring the
people and homes ofthe pasr.
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