City of St. Pete Beach

General Outline of Requested Services

May 4, 2007

Response Requested by June 1, 2007

Background

The Pass-a-Grille area of the City of St. Pete Beach first developed as a collection of fishing shacks and weekend cottages at the turn of the 20th Century. Over the years, the area grew to incorporate permanent residential uses and numerous tourist lodging and commercial structures. The development pattern of the area has been generally fixed since at least the 1930s and most of the structures in Pass-a-Grille date from the first half of the 20th Century. While the area has always been an eclectic mix of architectural styles, there is an identifiable aesthetic to the area with respect to the mass and scale of buildings, their positioning on the lots and their relationship to the street. 

The attractiveness of Pass-a-Grille as a residential location, with Boca Ciega Bay at one end of the street and the Gulf of Mexico at the other, has resulted in an explosive demand for home sites. With land values averaging between $700,000 and $800,000 for a typical 5,000 square foot residential lot, there is significant financial pressure to remove existing structures and replace them with larger residences of modern design. These circumstances have resulted in the loss of a significant percentage of the area’s original structures and the construction of many homes which are out of scale with the established visual environment.

Pass-a-Grille currently supports a National Register Historic District with over 200 contributing structures. Between the years 2000 and 2006, ten percent of the District’s contributing structures were lost to redevelopment. In many instances, the replacement structures were aesthetically inconsistent with the established character of the area. Many more structures which were not identified as contributing have been replaced and the general impact has been a loss of the individual character and charm which make Pass-a-Grille unique.

Desired Services

Over the years, there have been a number of attempts to classify the architectural styles present in Pass-a-Grille and to identify those characteristics which distinguish the area. Much of this work is in written form and is available for reference. However, none of these efforts have resulted in the development of specific standards for the consistent design of new structures in Pass-a-Grille. 

The City of St. Pete Beach is seeking consultant assistance in the preparation of design standards for new construction in accordance with the following:


Geographical Scope:


The design criteria shall be established for the area of the City of St. Pete Beach south of 32nd Avenue. 
Separate design standards for new commercial and mixed use projects on 8th and 9th Avenues shall be developed.


Necessary Tasks:


Review of existing architectural analyses for the Pass-a-Grille area.


Identification of key design features and the assessment of the relative significance of such features. 


Quantification of key design features.


Assessment of key design features in relationship to modern building code requirements.


Assessment of key design features in relationship to existing zoning codes.


Articulation of key design features in text and diagrams. 


Development of design guidelines.


Project Deliverables:


Specific design standards for new residential development in the identified area and new commercial and mixed use development in the identified sub-area. 


Necessary Criteria:


The design standards must be comprehensible to persons without professional architectural training.


The design standards must be quantitative in nature.


The design standards must be written and structured such that they may be easily administered by persons without professional architectural training.


Public Participation:


It is anticipated that the design consultant would conduct two (2) public meetings at times to be established by the City.


Time Frame:


The City desires to conclude the process within 120 days of award of the contract.

Contact Information:

Karl E. Holley, AICP
Director of Community Development
City of St. Pete Beach
155 Corey Avenue
St. Pete Beach, Florida 33706-1839
Office (727) 363-9265
Cell (727) 224-2343
Fax (727) 363-9222
k.holley@stpetebeach.org
www.stpetebeach.org

