AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

TAMPA BAY CHAPTER

ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE COMMITTEE
Meeting Minutes
July 11, 2006 5:30 P.M.

AIA Office

Next meeting:
August 8, 2006, 5:30 pm, AIA Office 

Refreshments and Snacks will be served
I.
Announcements and Introductions
A. Our next meeting is August 8. 2006 at the AIA Office

B. Introduction of members
We had a great turnout with 10 people present including:


Stephanie Ferrell


Nicholas Jammal


Vivian Salaga


Roger Grunke


Jason Busto


Manny Leto


Chris Vela


Phillip Crosby

Grant Rimbey


Gus Paras

Gary Smith and Harvey Goldstein participated by conference call since they were out of town  

II.
Discussion

A. Architectural Heritage Committee Luncheon 

Our Architectural Heritage Committee Luncheon will be at the Lozano Cigar Factory on July 20, 2006. 11:30 AM. Dawn Mages has been working on the details of the Luncheon and has also prepared a press release and mailed it to all of the area media. Manny Leto told us that he has taken the press release and added information about the Architectural Heritage Committee and has sent it to selected media contacts that he has. He has secured commitments from several who will attend. He requested permission to continue to promote the efforts of the Architectural Committee. We thanked him for all his efforts and indicated that we were happy to have someone of his abilities assisting us. It is important that we get a good turnout for this event to make a good first impression. 


B. Cigar Factory Discussion 
a. Fran Constantino’s Committee is a group of preservationists who are working together on the Cigar Factory issue. They have the same goals as we do and are working to get a large turnout at the August 3 City Council Meeting. Several of our members have also been attending their meetings.
b. Alternative Proposal – We have prepared a five part alternative proposal for presentation to the City Council to consider. I have attached a copy to this document. Essentially it includes the following:
i. Develop a distinctive and unique Cigar Factory District as is being proposed.
ii. Develop unique Guidelines for this Cigar Factory District which addresses the specific needs of these facilities such as window specifications and other specific material descriptions. Have a broad representation on the committee which drafts the Guidelines including cigar factory owners, design professionals, residents of the historic areas and city preservation staff.

iii. Provide financial incentives for maintenance, rehabilitation and future redevelopment of these facilities. Hold educational workshops and seminars to assist owners in securing such funding.

iv. Provide a “Transfer of Development Rights Program” to assist owners in maintaining historic buildings.

v. Offer the services of the AIA through the Architectural Heritage Committee to provide pro bono advice and educational workshops to assist owners of historic properties in taking advantage of this proposal and in general understanding of the Historic Preservation principles. 
c. Meeting with Cindy Miller – as we had decided at a previous meeting, we scheduled a meeting with Cindy Miller. The following people attended: Gus Paras, Stephanie Ferrell, Sandy Cedola, Nicholas Jammal and Marina Paras. Ms. Miller and Tom Snelling represented the City. We covered five items with Ms. Miller including the following:

i. An overview of the AIA Architectural Heritage Committee

ii. Discussion of the AIA150 Grant “Back to the Future”

iii. Our proposal for providing assistance to the cigar factory owners.

iv. Our Architectural Heritage Luncheon on July 20, 2006

v. Our desire to assist the City and Historic property owners in preserving our architectural heritage.   
d. Meeting with City Council members – We had a discussion about the need to schedule a meeting with City Council members to explain our position and proposal. Stephanie Ferrell will make calls and schedule meetings.
e. Letter to the Tribune Editorial Department – Manny Leto suggested that we initiate a letter to the Tribune editors explaining our position on the issues. We decided in the interest of time that the letter would come from the Architectural Heritage Committee. Gus Paras and Manny Leto will work on the letter and distribute it for comment before sending.
C. Respectful Rehab – John Tennison (John will be absent this meeting)
D. Back to the Future - Gary Smith (Gary and Harvey by phone)
a. Educational Component – We discussed the lesson plans and other materials to be used as part of the educational component of Back to the Future. Gus Paras indicated that he had purchased and received the Chicago Architectural Foundations Lesson Plan book and suggested that we could use it as a guide with modifications to fit Tampa. Manny Leto suggested we also consider the materials that have been prepared by TPI for Tampa schools. We agreed to review all the materials and make a decision at a later meeting.
b. West Tampa Design Charette – Several members of the committee had previously discussed the possibility of having a design charette as part of the AIA150 project. Jason Busto expressed the desire to have a graphic and/or 3dimensional representation of the ideas for future development of West Tampa. Chris and Phil indicated that Emerging Tampa Bay Architects had held previous design charettes and were planning one on the Tampa Museum but were excited about also doing a design charette for West Tampa. It was decided that a design charette in West Tampa fit well within the scope of the AIA150 and could also incorporate the educational components of the project. A majority of the remaining cigar factories are in West Tampa. Chris, Phillip, Jason and Kim will organize this event. It was decided to hold it on July 10, 2006
E. Building Tours – It was decided to have a cigar factory tour and a reception afterward. We set the date for Sunday, July 30, 2006 in the late afternoon. Roger Grunke and Kim Headland will organize the event.. We must secure a bus for the tour. Since we have such a short time it is important to get the details worked out and PR initiated.
F. TV Proposal – Antonio Amadeo (Antonio was not present)
G. Tampa Architectural Foundation – Stephanie Ferrell outlined the committee’s desire to form a Tampa Architectural Foundation to include more members of the community and to broaden the focus to include all architecture and design including historic buildings. 
III. Roundtable

In closing, everyone felt that we had a very productive meeting and were excited about the direction that we had set.
